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II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


The Sahachar, of the 1st March, has heard a rumour that, hence- 
forward, all appointments to the Indian police down 
to the post of Assistant Superintendent will be made 
by the Secretary of State, Already a large number of worthless Englishmen 
are being provided for in the police, and the people have come to believe that 
an Assistant Superintendent of Police must necessarily be a worthless 
relation of some high Civil or Military officer. The other day, a Baronet was 
appointed an Assistant Superintendent of Police in the district of the 24- 
Parganas. It seems therefore that all rules and regulations relating to appoint- 
ments in the public service on the results of competitive examinations are 
intended only for the natives. When will this inequality of treatment be put 
an end to? Government will probably be angry if any question is put on the 
subject in the Legislative Councils, but it is precisely on subjects like these 
that questions ought to be asked. 

9. The Sudhdkar, of the 8rd March, advises the removal of all brothels, 
erog-shops and gooli and chandueshops and coffee- 
houses, theatres and other places of amusement in 
Calcutta to some particular part of the town, and 
says thatthis is the only way in which immorality can be effectually checked, 
and the public peace maintained in the metropolis. The writer also advises 
Government to levy a tax on prostitution, as such a measure, while promoting 
the cause of public morality, will prove a lucrative source of revenue. 

8. Tne Sulabkh Daink, of the 4th March, says that an affray lately took 
place between two up-country men at Burtola in 
Calcutta, but it was long before a police constable 
appeared on the scene. Considering how crime of all sorts has increased in the 
town, and how breaches of the public peace are being committed even in broad 
day light, the authorities ought to increase the strength of the Calcutta police 
force, and see that the constables, instead of standing like so many dolls at 
particular places, continuously go the rounds of their respective beats. 


Apointments to the Indian Police. 


A proposal regarding brothels, 
&c., in Calcutta. 


The Calcutta police. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4. The Chdruvdrid, of the 27th February, says that it should like to see 
the Chief Justice, Sir Maharaja Jotendra Mohan 
Tagore, and Sir Romesh Chandra Mitter appointed 
members of the Jury Commission, for all of them are very able and experienced 
men. And as a great majority of the criminals tried at the Sessions courts 
belong to the Muhammadan community, it would be well to appoint some 
members of that community too, to the Commission. Tbe Secretary of State 
ought to have suspended the jury notification until the decision of the Commission 
came to be known. This course, while it would have promoted the cause of 
justice and increased the loyalty of the people, would not by any means have 
loterfered with the prestige of Government. 

5. The Burdwan Sanjtoant, of the 28th Febru- 
ary, remarks as follows:— 

The Viceroy’s action in the matter of jury trial has been upheld, and the 
popular agitation on the subject has proved abortive. The Secretary of State 
decided, at the instance of the Viceroy, to appoint a Commission to report on 
the subject, and would pass no further orders until that report was received. The 
Commission has been appointed, and the Viceroy may be said to have gained 
a victory in the matter. His victory consists in the fact that his order has not 
been suspended pending the receipt of the Commission’s report. Nay, His 
Excellency’s proposal for a Commission aimed at avoiding that very contin- 
gency. Now that the proposal has been accepted, there is no longer any fear 
of his order being reversed. As no Commissions appointed in the past did any 
benefit to the people, they expect very little benefit from the present Commis- 
‘ton too, The reason of this is to be found in the unwillingness of Government 
to give effect to the recommendations of a Commission. Most of the members of 
the J ury Commission will probably be officials, and no one will be appointed its 
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member whose opinion on the subject of jury trial is opposed to that of the 
Government of India. Thus, the result of the enquiry by the Commission js 
not likely to be favourable to the people of India. Moreover, the opinion that 
Hindu jurors are unwilling to convict Brahman asamis in capital cases has taken 
such firm possession of the Anglo-Indian mind, that it will be very difficult to 
remove it. This also leads the writer to think that the result of the Commission 
will not be favourable to the Indians. 

The question now is, will Government, which has refused to accept the 
opinion of the entire population of the country, accept the conclusions which 
may bo arrived at by five men, and act accordingly? If the report of the Com. 
mission be not favourable to it, will it admit its error? If it does so, it will 
prove thereby its liberality, but if it does not do so, it will only increase the 
dissatisfaction of the people. 

6. The Sahachar, of the 1st March, has the 
following on the subject of the Jury Commission :— 

The Government of India has lost no time in appointing a Com. 
mission to consider the jury question, and the way in which it is 
conducting itself in this matter shows that it is anxious to act with true 
honesty. Sir Charles Elliott was the first to propose the appointment of a 
Commission, and the fact shows his regard for public opinion. He has 
admitted that he never expected that the matter would give rise to so much 
discontent and dissatisfaction. This admission does special credit to him as a 
ruler, That His Honour is open to conviction has been seen io the case 
of the Municipal Bill, and the writer hopes that his conduct in regard 
to the jury question will be characterised by the same spirit of honesty and 
candour. 

The Commission will consider the question of trial by jury so far as it 
is applicable to Bengal. But, properly speaking, Assam is also a part of 
Bengal, and its people long enjoyed the right of jury trial. Moreover, the 
language, the religion, and the customs of the people in both the provinces are 
identical, and it is only for the sake of administrative convenience that the two 
provinces have been placed under separate Governments. This being the case, 
Assam shouid also have been brought under the scope of the Commission’s 
enquiry. 

The writer has nothing to say against the personnel of the Commission. It 
is true that Mr. Justice Prinsep previously gave his opinion on the jury 
question, but the same thing may also be said in regard to Maharaja Jotindra 
Mohun and Sir Romesh Chunder. Moreover, the question which Mr. Justice 
Prinsep and the other Judges of the High Court were asked to consider 
was different from what the Commission has been asked to consider. It should 
also be borne in mind that after jury trial was abolished, Mr. Justice Prinsep, 
from his seat in the Bench, has declared iu favour of that trial. Hehas been in 
the country for a long time, and is thoroughly conversant with the wants and 
the wishes of the people. He knows how to change his views in the light of 
fresh evidence. The public, therefore, need feel no anxiety on his account. 
Sir Griffith Evansisan English Barrister, and though he has not yet given any 
proof of liberality, he cannot but be true to the traditions of his profes- 
sion. As regards Mr. Wilkins, he may be fond of absolute power as a 
Sessions Judge, but his independence and impartiality are a sufficient guarantee 
that he will discharge his new duties conscientiously. Itis hoped that the Com- 
mission will examine the records of the Shambazar riot case, for it is in regard 
to this case that Sir Charles Elliott has fallen into an error. Nobody wishes 
to see those who are really guilty go unpunished, or can have any objection to 
an amendment of the Criminal Procedure Code in the interest of justice. 
But the writer must say at the same time, that, considering the spirit of 
the times, no Sessions Judge, however able he may bz, is fit to trv cases with- 
out the help of a jury. People now want to see jury trial extended to districts 
like Chittagong, Commilla, Noakhali, Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Pabna, Faridpur, 
and Bhagalpur, which have nade much progress within the last few years. 
Government must have seen by this time that the India of the present day is 
not the India of the past; that the people now scrutinize the acts of the 


officials; and that the country now requires to be governed in the same way as 
Scotland and Wales are governed. 
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The jury question. 7. The same paper has the following :— 

In reply to a question, the Under-Secretary of State said in the House 
of Commons that the Secretary of State did not know that Mr. Justice 
Prinsep had given his opinion against jury trial. Now, though the fact of 
Mr. Justice Prinsep’s having given an adverse opinion on the subject is well 
known to the public in this country, yet it should not agitate in the matter, 
lest the agitation should induce Lord Lansdowne to again offer his resignation, 
and by that means intimidate the Secretary of State. That incapable ruler 
sets a higher value on his zid than on the good of the country. This being the 
case, it is advisable for the people tc try to secure the re-introduction of jury 
trial with as little noise as possible. Now that the Commission has been 
appointed, the jury notification should be withdrawn. Reference is then made 
to Lord Stanley’s statement in the Lords, that Sir Charles Elliott abolished jury 
trial in Bengal at the same time that the Czar abolished it in Russia, and the 
following remarks are made:— one 

The people of India tl.ink highly of the English system of administration, 
and are pained to notice anything calculated to injure the reputation of that 
system. But, in their anxiety to maintain their own zid, Jord Lansdowne, 
Sir Charles Elliott, and Sir Philip Hutchins do not take note of this fact. 

8. The Bankura Darpan, of the 1st March, says that it has become a 

habit with the Deputy Magistrates to pass sentences 
Passing of sentences at the on accused persons at the rising of the court, 
—— thus giving the persons so sentenced no opportu- 
nity of filing their appeals on that day and of getting themselves enlarged on 
bail. Such carelessness oh the part of Deputy Magistrates must, unavoidably, 
entail unnecessary hardship and trouble on such persons, a great many of whom 
are probably innocent, as is shown by the results of appeals. Whenevera 
Deputy Magistrate has to pass a sentence at the rising of the court, he should 
do well to reserve it for the next day, and pass it as the first thing in the 
morning. 

9. . The Bhérat Mitra, of the 2nd March, says that the frequent failures 
of criminal justice in this country are due (1) to 
the employment of raw and inexperienced men in 
the judicial service ; (2) to the fact that the criminal 
judiciary are entrusted with multifarious duties; and (3) to the prevalence of 
corruption in the police. 

10. The HLducation Gazette, of the 3rd March, ssys that, in a matter like 
the jury question, in which the Indians are so much 
concerned, they should have furnished the majority 
of the members of the Jury Commission, and that 
Raja Peary Mohun Mukherji should have been selected as a member. 

ll. The Banganivdsi, of the 8rd March, says that in this country the 
Criminal Judges award punishments to convicted 
persons according to the letter of the law, and 
without paying any heed to the social rank of the 
culprit. In England, however, punishments are awarded on a very different 
principle. A lady of respectability, having been lately convicted by a Magistrate 
of theft, was sentenced to only one-and-a-half months’ imprisonment, in 
consideration of her social position. But lately the Magistrate of Chingle. 
put, in Madras, sentenced a Brahman widow to a fine of Rs. 1,000 and to 
rigorous imprisonment for a year-and-a-half, for having altered something in 
her own registered will. Perhaps the Magistrate in the latter case wanted to 
make an example of the offender, but it isto be regretted that the Indian 

lagistracy never inflict such exemplary punishment on any European criminal. 
A European youth, named Moran, having been convicted of forging the name of 
Mr. E, Rogers, Joint-Magistrate of Allahabad, and of falsely personating him, 
was sentenced only to six months’ imprisonment. Isit fair, then, that a respect 
aa — lady should be awarded a much severer punishment for a lighter 
ence 

12. The same paper says that the appointment of a Commission is the 

expedient to which Government resorts whenever it 


oor wants to carry any point of its own with a show of 
Justice and impartiality, And the Jury Commission is one of such expedients. 


Causes of the frequent failures 
of criminal justice. 


Raja Peary Mohun Mukherjias a 
member of the Jury Commission, 
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It is only for maintaining its zid and prestige that Government is struggling go 
bard. If it had been really solicitious for the safety of the life, property, and 
honour of its subjects, it would not have atall issued the jury notification. And 
the very constitution of the Commission has excited suspicion in the public 
mind. It is the Chief Justice, and not Mr. Justice Prinsep, who should have 
been appointed President to the Commission. Mr. Justice Prinsep is only a 
civilian, and is presumed to possess a thorough knowledge of the Indian law 
only; but the Chief Justiceis a Q. C. and has a thorough acquaintance both with 
the English and the Indianlaw. Moreover, Mr. Justice Prinsep, having already 
expressed an opinion adverse to thejury system could not properly be appointed 
President of the Commission. No such objection, however, could be made 
against the Chief Justice, for he has hitherto expressed no opinion on that 
system. 

: That the Commission will end in a farce is almost certain, and it is 
Sir Philip Hutchins who is responsible for its appointment. It is said, how- 
ever, that Lord Lansdowne is very anxious that the Jury question should be 
settled in strict accordance with justice. 

13. The Sudhdkar, of the 3rd March, says that not one of the many 
Commissions which were in the past appointed in 
this country yielded any satisfactory results, and it 
is not probable that the present Jury Commission, which has been consti- 
tuted with men of the Viceroy’s choice, will meet with better success. It would 
be idle to expect this Commission to make recommendations which would 
go against the Viceroy’s own opinion on the jury question. The measure 
cannot therefore be looked upon in any other light tian that of an expedient by 
which the Secretary of State has sought to shift all responsibility in this matter 
from his own shoulders. It is not to be expected, therefore, that the people will 
have their wishes fulfilled in the matter. 

Tic Secretary of State wants, in fact, to satisfy both parties, namely the 
people of India and the authorities who issued the jury notification. The zid 
of the authorities in this country will, no doubt, be maintained, but the cause 
of justice and of the people will surely suffer. ‘The Indians did not expect such 
weak-mindedness from Lord Kimberly, and they cannot praise his sense of 
justice. The Commission will only entail some expense on Government, but 
what its decision will be can well be predicted. 

14. Referring to the prosecution of Gorai Shekh, at the instance of the 
Deputy Magistrate of Katwa, for alleged theft of 
some custard apples, the Bangardsi, of the 4th 
March, says that though the case was not tried by the Deputy Magistrate 
himself, but by certain Honorary Magistrates, the latter, however, in their 
desire to please the Deputy Babu, could not inflict any lighter punishment on 
the accused than a fine of fifty rupees. The sentence, it is true, has since 
been quashed by the High Court, but it may be asked what was it that led 
the Honorary Magistrate to pass sucha perverse sentence. So far as the 
writer can see, it was nothing else than a desire on their part to exercise their 
powers with a high hand, and to please the Deputy Magistrate. 

Now, in connection with this cuse, the question arises as to who used to 
take the fruits of the tree if it belongs to Government? The fruits taken by 
Gorai were not certainly the first crop, and were the former crops sold on 
accuunt of Government and the proceeds credited to it? If not, was not the 
man, be he the Viceroy himself, who used to appropriate the fruits to his own 
use, equally guilty with Gorai of theft? ‘Ibis question should have been 
decided by the Honorary Magistrates, but it was not. It is cases like these 
that have made the people lose all confidence in the administration of criminal 
justice in this country. 

A trial by the Subdivisional 15. The Sanjivani, of the 4th March, has the 
Officer of Golaghat, Assam. following cis 

Two coolics, named, respectively Jivan and Jitvan, employés on the 
Khoomtai tea-garden in Golaghat, lodged a complaint in September last, on 
behalf of their manager, before Mr. Kershaw, the Subdivisional Officer of tbat 
place, to the ¢ffect that one Pankha Kurmi, who had enlisted himself as a cooly 
in that garden under an agreement, deserted after working with them for five 
or six months, and had only lately been heard of as being in the employ of a 


The Jury Commission. 
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private gentleman in Jorehat. The man against whom this complaint was 
made was brought up from Jorehat and placed before the Magistrate. He 
deposed that his name was Puran and not Pankha Kurmi, as alleged by the 
complainants, and that be had come to Assam only three years before, and had 
ever since been employed in the service of his present master. He brought 
forward two witnesses who corroborated his statements. The Manager of 
the garden said in his deposition that he did not know the accused, and that 
he had never seen, and could not produce, the agreement in question, as bis 
predecessor had left the papers of the garden in a most disordered state; but 
he was sure that when Pankha’s name wasin the garden register, he must 
have been one of the coolies. The Magistrate, for some unknown reason, 
disbelieved the witnesses for the defence, and on the above evidence convicted 
and sentenced the accused to fourteen days’ imprisonment. Theaccused made 
a motion before the District Judge under section 435 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, which was granted, anda day fixed for hearing. In the meantime, on his 
release from jail, the accused prayed to Mr. Kershaw to admit him to bail and 
not send him to the garden till the Judge disposed of his motion. But 
Mr. Kershaw refused to listen to this prayer, and sent him to the garden. 
On the way to the garden the man escaped from the custody of his escort to 
Sibsagar, where he laid a complaint before the Deputy Commissioner. The 
Deputy Commissioner, however, sent him back to the Subdivisional Officer of 
Golaghat. The writer has not yet come to know the sequel of the case. 

Official papers for the jury Com- 16. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 4th March, 
mission. has the following :— 

It is said that Sir Charles Elliott has prepared certain papers in connec- 
tion with jury trial which he intends to lay before the Jury Commission, but 
which have not yet been made public. Would it not be proper on His 
Honour’s part to direct the publication of these papers? His Honour is 
preparing himself for the enquiry before the Jury Commission, just as he were 
a common culprit, and this certainly does not increase His Honour’s prestige. 
But it is not fora native of India to say what increases or dimnishes the 
prestige of an Englishman. 

The Jery Comuniesion. 17. The Prakriti, of the 4th March, has the 

following on the Jury Commission :— 

Many people say that the Jury Commission will lead to no result and that 
it has been appointed simply to humour the people. It may be so, but the 
appointment of the Commission shows at any rate that the English do not wish 
to govern India with the help only of guns and bayonets. The English 
might have silenced all agitation in the matter simply by telling the people 
to mind their business and not meddle in politics. That they have not done 
so reflects no small credit on them. The writer cannot think that the object 
of the Commission is simply to humour the people. The Viceroy’s threat of 
resignation has forced the Secretary of State to appoint the Commission. 
This may prove His Lordship’s weakness, but certainly not his bad intention. 
It must be said, however, that the jury notification should have been suspend- 
ed, pending the result of the Commission. 

18. ‘The Dainik-o-Samdchér Ohandrikd, of the 5th March, says that the 


ae reply given in Parliament by the Under-Secretary 
sae oany Cope of State for India to the Bas Ba of Mr. Paul 
about the duties of the Jury Commission is one which is calculated to awaken 
both hope and fear. It is to be feared that the recommendations of the 
Commission may be rejected if they do not prove acceptable to the Viceroy and 
the Lieutenant-Governor. But the writer will not allow himself either to be 
elated by hope, or depressed by fear. The Englishman and the Pioneer are 
trying to mislead the Commission. According to these papers, the Commission 
may solve the jury difficulty if, without suggesting the re-introduction of jury trial 
in murder and similar cases, it provides for appeals and references in a larger 
number of other cases, But it is precisely in murder and similar cases that 
jury trial ought to be introduced, and the Commission will be a mere farce if 
that is not done. 


The Deputy Magistrate. mete wat fne Paper has the following on 
Appointment as a Deputy Magistrate cannot, now, beaccounted a piece of 
300d fortune. A Deputy Magistrateship is, indeed, all joy without, but it 


SULABH DAINIK, 
Mar, 4th, 1893. 


PRAKRITI, 
Mar. 4th, 1893. 


DAINIK-0.SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Mar, 5tb, 1893. 


DAINIK-0-SaMaCHAaR 
CHANDRIK4, 


; 
; 
¥ 
Y 
a 2 
« 
is} 
2 e 
2 a 
. ia 
¥. 
— = 
_¥ 
7s 
£ 
$ 
= 
Pe 
: + 
> hae 
. 
7 
.. 
7 Z 
E 
q (2 
4 if 
+ 
Pie Ue 
f. : 
> * 
" ‘ 
' 
, 
43 
a 
> . . 
* ¥ 
4 ’ 
. 
x t 
¢ e “ a 
5 7 
j ; “4 
a 
Py) € 
= 
y . = 
: r 
i! 
‘ 
a ; 
, 
S % 
Sy & 
2 : 
2 , = 
$5 ee © 
; bn 
: wl 7 
fe. 
&: 
Bs 
es 
. - 
: Ps 
¥ : 24 
e e 7 
:2 
. . 
. OS 
23 
#3 
‘ 1S 
" te 
22 
<7 eS 
, Pe i 
2 4% 
* 4 
7 i 
t oo 
Pe 
fie 
- 7S 
: se 
a 
Po. mf 
7 & 
. # 
. : 2 
i 
4 : 
3 x 
x on 
* we 
a e 
a ¥ 
e) % 4 
wee 5 
of 
m wa 
. “ 4 
is 
‘ 
 s ; 
m ‘ 
z $4 
Mi 
ee 
i 
a: 
~ 
= =e 
i : 
. 
4 
be ve 
S bs 
5 
% . 
Rag 
e 
wal a 
a a 
f ; - 
4 
¥ So 
r% .. 
; A 
>. > 
€ a 
eS! 
rs a 
2 
= ¥ 
; 
a 
se 
, » 
: Se 
el 
= ~ ; 
p F 
i } 
= ; 
ry 8, 
H " 
by on 
Ag 
Be kia 
a © 
= ee 
. = 
" : 
¥ g 
vy * 
ay 
- ie & 
; 
:} 
BA ** 
A et 
y Z 
e 
a ; 
: 5 
es . 
a oS 
“ys i? 
% 
; ‘ 
2 
+s : ‘ 
é ; 
- FY 
ae 
te 
ms 
" 
S. 
vy « 
EA 
yi 
ms x4 
} } 
we 
vi 
= : 
BG 
sed pt 
; 
v 
se 


“ie oF aaa ie - 

ig” eee Oe a ek ee Fe of bar 

, a os a Pea AE Oo ey ek “ “2 z ey ae: ee: > kt " % ; . 
. ~ es ipo § a > ‘ AY oe ~~ ae : 
~~ sh. PT F Ty, Paget Oreo - Saag oie ny Pin 5 , te A >t oe . P . a ie Tete teio ~~ . 0 Ras he ; 
a, ; ; ei 3 Pare aye ; be opin Sy ee . eeu ; ; eo inp ; tan yay s 4 , 

: hee Bc: ae Pinan? no aR aS ky ty , eo art Pe ae a ee Seen ait re) SE RT of a. a ee ee ° ag fs a ae ts : : 
ROBE RD Sephora ae 3 PGB BEE CEs AES 2. LOUD ICMR SRO 5 ai Cig ig ie Rin chicane ice it aan eg agama 


( 198 ) 


is all torment within. A total absence of independence. and hard, and contin- 
ual work are the conspicuous features of that apointment. This work igs 


subject to the control of various authorities. The District Magistrate, the 
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Mar. 7th, L5ue. 


Divisional Commissioner, the Member of the Board of Revenue, and the 
Secretary to the Lieutenant-Governor—all these officers are placed in authority 
over the Deputy Magistrate, and none of them fails to reprove and frown upon 
him. The Deputy Magistrate must give explanation at every step and every 
moment. Not a minute passes that does not bring some dire trouble for him. 

The Deputy Magistrate is entrusted with a hundred different sorts of work. 
He has official relations with every department and has to render explanation 
to the head of every department. He has to render explanation to the 
District Magistrate for his judicial work, and is often reproved by him. He 
must obey the directions of the District Magistrate in discharging his judicial 
functions, or he will get into trouble, and run the risk of losing his post or, at 
ary rate, his promotion. He has also to live in constant dread of transfer from 
a good to a bad place. 

For bis judicial work he is often taken to task by the District Judge and 
censured by the High Court. A decision which gives satisfaction to the 
Magistrate, perhaps, dissatisfies the District Judge, and one which satisfies the 
District Judge is, perhaps, considered unsatisfactory by the High Court. Again, 
a decision which appears satisfactory to the High Court may happen to displease 
the Divisional Commissioner or even the Lieutenant-Governor. 

The Deputy Magistrate is just like the Rakshasa Maricha in the Dandaka 
Forest, placed between Ram on one side, and Ravan on the other. T’he Deputy 
Magistrate is just in the situation of the old Brahman in the Sunderbans, who 
had-to fear the crocodile in water and the tiger on land. He is just in the 
position of the fish in the frying-pan ; if he escapes, he falls into the fire, if he 
remains, he is fried in the pan. The Deputy Magistrate is just like a hook- 
swinger; if he falls, he dies, if he remains, he suffers agonizing pain. He is 
like the game, which, in its anxiety to escape from the hunter, entered a lion’s 
den, and was there devoured by the lion. He is just like the dying fish ina 
putrid pond, suffering from the poison in the water, a prey to jackals on the 
Jand and to kites in the air; and, if one may say so without offending the 
sensibilities of the male and female Babus of the day, he is like the husband of 
seven co-wives! The sooner he dies, the better for him. The Deputy Magis- 
trate is like Abhimanyu on the field of Kurukshetra, who was assailed with 
sharp arrows on whatever side he turned. The Deputy Magistrate is like the 
bullock working the oil-machine. He has to turn round and round all day, 
without getting a moment’ rest. He is like the Kafer’s slave who if he 
remains standing must have a child in his arms, and ii he remains seated must 
spin. Is this, one may ask, anything better than slavery ? 


Tie Babu, whom the saheb kicks at office with his shod feet, beats his 
servant when he returns home; and he, who is an abject sycophant himself, 
desires to hear flattery from others. ‘This is sufficient to explain why the 
Deputy Magistrate so often abuses and insults parties, witnesses, and peons. 

But the Deputy Magistrate is more to be pitied than blamed. It is not 
the officer, but tbe system under which he works, that should be blamed. It is 
im possible for the Deputy Magistrate to act conscientiously under the existing 
arrangements, 


20. ‘The same paper says that the new official papers relating to the jury 
The new oflicial papers on the question which ure about to be laid before the 
jury question. I Jury Commission should be published, so that the 
Press may have an opportunity of discussing thelr 

contents. 


21, The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 7th March, says that, as the interests of 
the native community are more affected by the jury 
notification than those of the Anglo-Indian com- 
munity, the Jury Commission should have contained a larger number of native 
members. The writer would have liked to see on the Commission Raja Peary 
Mohun Mukherji, of Utterpara, in addition to Sir Maharaja Jotindra Moban and 
Sir Romesh Chuncer. 

The Jury Commission ought totake the evidence of men like Babu Tara- 
pada Banerji, of the Burdwan bar, and babu Guruprasad Sen, of the Patna bar. 
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99, The Daintk-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 7th March, says that the Dannr-o-Samacnar 


members of the Jury Commission ought to go 
about the country collecting the evidence of 
respectable men. They ought to thoroughly examine the official papers and 
the writings in the native press on the subject. If permitted, the writer can 
send the issues of this paper to the Commission. 
93, The Dainik.o-Samdchévr Chandrikd, of the 9th March, says that 
a Mr. Beighton is_ introducing alterations in 
Mr. Beighton, District Judge of the judicial procedure followed in the Judge’s 
acrenis tint Court of the 24-Parganas. This has caused great 
uneasiness to the ministerial officers. But Mr. Beighton ought to take care 
not to displease the bar. Sir Cnarles Elliott has got subordinates after his 
own heart. His Honour is himself fond of turning everything topsy-turvy, 
and why should not his baton (Beighton) be equally so? 


The Jury Commission. 


(d)— Education. 


24. The Kasipur Nivaxi, of the 25th February, says that the medical 
school established at Barisal by Babu Asvini 
Kumar Datta is doing great good to Barisal and 
neighbouring districts The school has to some extent removed the want of 
proper medical aid, which was long felt in this part of the country. The Civil 
Surgeon, the District Magistrate, and the Commissioner of the Division have 
unanimously attested to the usefulness of this institution. But itis now in 
need of an efficient medical teacher. The Assistant Surgeon of Barisal has to 
do hospital duty for 2 or 3 hours in the morning, and 2 hours in the afternoon. 
He can, thus, well spend 2 or 3 hours daily in the school as a teacher, The 
Government is asked to mike some arrangement, with the object of securing 
the services of the Assistant Surgeon as a teacher in the school. 

25. The Education Gazette, of the 8rd March, says that the action of 
the Government in prescribing uniform sets of 
question papers at the Sanskrit ¢o/ examinations in 
Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa, and thereby necessita- 
ting a uniform course of training in the ¢ols throughout those provinces, is 
not in harmony with the opinion expressed by the Education Commission, that 
itis undesirable to have a uniform systern of education for the different 
provinces of India. 

26. The Sudhdékar, of the 3rd March, says that the conduct of Maulavi 
Kabiruddin in connection with the Madrassa Deba- 
ting Club affair has brought shame upon the whole 
Muhammadan community, and it is hoped that the 
Press will save that community further indignity, by dropping the matter. 
The proof which the Maulavi has given of his fervid loyalty will, no doubt, 
highly satisfy Sir Charles Elliott, but the utter worthlessness of his character 
must make one despair of the future of educated Muhammadans. 

27. The Sanjivani, of the 4th March, says that the Education Depart- 

| ment never possessed much attraction for young 
pinetee ie Be sary and the men of education and ability, for service in the 
department was neither very remunerative, nor 

held out good prospects. But those prospects, poor as they were, are getting 
poorer under Sir Charles Elliott. From the day of his accession to the Bengal 
musnud, Sir Charles has addressed himself tothe task of reorganizing the 
Education Department. And now, in consultation with the Viceroy and the 
Secretary of State, His Honour has almost matured his plan for effecting that 
object. It is proposed to retain the various grades in the Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service, but to abolish the graded system of pay. Though this is only a 
proposal, and nothing more, it has been already brought into operation. On 
the 7th December last, 68 officers of the Education Department were promoted 
to higher grades, but, some five or seven days after the notification announcing 
their promotion, a circular was issued, stating that ‘ these arrangements are 
Subject to the introduction of changes in the Education D epartment, and 
Convey no claim to progressive pay.” This means that these officers are not 
to receive the pay attached tothe grades to which they are respectively 


The Barisal Medical School. 


The new rules for the grant of 
tol stipends. 


Maulavi Kabriuddin, of the 
Calcutta Madrassa. 
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promoted, but will draw only such salary as will be determined hereafter, 
Such a curious circular was never seen before. People who are promoted to a 
certain grade will not, it seems, have any claim to the salary attached to that 
grade. It is under Sir Charles Elliott’s régime that such a queer rule regard. 
ing the salary of public servants is first introduced. It seems to be His 
Honour’s intention te recruit the Education Service from among men of ve 
inferior calibre, and thus prevent the efficient training of native youths, What 
would have been His Honour’s feelings, if he had been told when promoted to 
the Bengal musnud, that, though he was promoted to that office, he would 
receive only his former salary of Public Works Member ? 


ass 28. ‘The Prakriti, of the 4th March, has the 
The last University examina- following -— 
tions. 5° : i R 
The questions set at the last University 
examinations show that the men who set them did their duty in a most irres. 
ponsible manner. Inthe Sanskrit paper set at the Entrance examination 
some of the questions on grammar were too hard for the candidates. In 
the Science paper for the F. A. examination, some of the questions were set 
from the parts of the text-books which were not prescribed for the 
examination. Again in the English paper for the B.A. examination some of 


the questions were set froma book which was not on the list of text-books 
in that subject. 


29. Referring to the ¢ol scholarship rules, the Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 
8th March, says thar as three different languages 
are spoken in the three provinces of Bengal, Bihar 
and Orissa, and as the ¢ols in each province tollow their own peculiar 
system of teaching in connection with the ¢ol examinations, it would have 


been well if the rules had provided for the supply of different sets of question 
papers to each province, 


The fol scholarship rules. 


30. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 
&th March, says :— 

The threatened decay of Hinduism at the 
present day is owing to the subversion of the religious influence of the Brah- 
mans. That the officers of Government are resolved to destroy this influence 
has been pointed out by the writer. The inauguration of the Sanskrit title 
examination has, by curtailing the independence of the Brahmans and by 
making them give up their old habits and methods of teaching, to a great extent 
tended to produce this result. The new rules relating to the award of stipends 
and scholarships to the pandits and their pupils will go to aggravate the mischief. 
Reference is then made to the recent meeting at Balasore, which was 
convened by the Magistrate at the instance of Pandit Mahesa Chandra 
Nyayaratna. It seems that the éo/s in Balasore will henceforward receive 
Government aid. ‘Thus, in the end, the pandits in Orissa will be brought 
to the same condition as that in which those in Nadia and elsewhere find 
themselves. There is not the least doubt that the pandits who will accept the 
Government grant will from time to time have to give up their independence 
in the matter of interpreting the Saséras. 


The rules for the award of fol 
stipends, &c. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


31. The Dacca Prakash, of the 5th March, says that the Municipal 
Commissioners of Dacca are not in the least alive 
to the responsibilities cf their position. All their 


ardour in the cause of Municipal Self-Government 
ceases with their election as Commissioners. Their attendance at municipal 
meetings is very irregular, and people whose cases are under their consideration 
are put to great inconvenience from their irregularity. Things were better in 
this respect under the Magistrate-Chairman and a certain Vice-Chairman 


under him, Government ought to fix the responsibility of the Commissioners 
in regard to the discharge of their duties. 


32, The Sulabh Dainsk, of the 6th March, says that Babu Khirodaprasad 
Pal, of Howrah, wishes to construct a moribund 


° house on the river-side at Howrah, and applied to 
the Port Commissioners for permission to build it. 


Municipal work in the district of 
Dacca. 


A moribund house and burnin 
ghat at Howrah. 
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But his application has not been granted. A burning ghat is also sorely 
needed at Howrah. For the present burning ghdt is situated at a great 
distance from the river-side. The municipalities spend large sums of money 
on burial grounds for Christians and Musalmans. In the present instance, 
4 Hindu wishes to build the moribund house at his own expense, and it is 
hoped that the Howrah Municipality will make a grant of apiece of land on the 


river-side. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 
88. The Sudhakar, of the 3rd March, says that the raiyats of Mymensingh 


Zamindars and raiyats in the 


Mymensingh district. at the rate of one anna per rupee, though the law 


permits only half that rate, Again, the raiyats 
are never given receipts in the prescribed form. This-form requires the nature 
and the quantity of land held by each raiyat to be mentioned in the receipt, 
thus giving that document all the force of a patta. Butas such receipts are 
not given by the zamindars, the actual right of a raiyat in Mymensingh is 
not easy to determine, and, in fact, in the absence of the prescribed form of 
receipt, the rights of the raiyats in their lands are being destroyed by the 
gamindars. ‘The reason why the raiyats of Mymensingh are always in arrears 
to their zamindars is that they are made to pay heavy illegal charges to the 
latter. 

34, A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Mymensingb, says 

Mr. Phillips and zamindari that zamindari oppression in that district received 
oppression in Mymensingh. a considerable check under Mr. Phillips. ‘lhe two 
gamindars with the titles of Rai and Raja Bahadur, respectively, found them- 
selves obliged to restrain their high-handedness to a large extent. It is to be 
hoped that Government will keep Mr. Phillips in charge of this district for 
some time longer, as such a step will effectually check the raiyats from oppres- 
sion, and lead to an improvement in their condition. 

385. One Kamaluddin Ahmad, writing to the same paper from Dhubri, 
complains of the high-handednesg.of the zamindars 
of Rangpur and Dhubri, and specially of the 
oppression committed upon himself by the officers of Maharani Swarnamayi, 
of Kasimbazar. 


Zamindari oppression in Rang- 
pur and Dhubri., 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


36. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 28th February, 
eae says that the Magistrate of Burdwan has proposed 
The Chakdighi-Jaugram road. +6 construction of a road from the Chakdichi 
road to Jaugram. This road will pass though Bheleri and Navagram, before 
reaching Jangram. ‘Thus, the people of Jaugram will have to make a consid- 
erable detour before reaching Chakdighi. But if the proposed Ajhapur- 
Navagram road is constructed, it will not be necessary to carry the Chakdighi- 
Jaugram road though Bheleri. It will be enough in that case to commence 
that road at Navagram. This will shorten the road by one-and-a half miles, 
and result in some saving of money. 

37. ‘The Sudidkar, of the 3rd March, says that complaints have been 

Water-closcts in intermediate Yeceived from passengers travelling by the Eastern 
class carriages on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, that water-closets are being 
Bengal State Railway. abolished from the intermediate class carriages on 
that line. This has greatly disappointed the railway passengers, who were 
expecting that water-closets would be attached even to third class carriages. 
It should not be the aim of the Railway Companies merely to earn money, but 
they should also look to the comfort and convenience of their passengers. 

308. The Sanjivant, of the 4th March, has the 
following :— 

Government seems very kindly disposed towards the coolies who work in 
mills and factories, for it has enacted that any mill-owner who makes a cooly 
work beyond a certain number of hours a day will be liable to punish- 
ment. But it does nothing for the overworked coolies of the teagardens 


The railway employés. 


are made by their zamindars to pay the road cess" 


SUDHAKAR, 
Mar. 3rd, 1893. 


SUDHAKAR, 


SuUDHAKAR. 


BURDWAN SaNJIVANI, 
Feb. 28th, 1893. 


UDHAKAR, 
Mar. 3rd, 1893. 


SANJIVANT, 
Mar, 4th, 1493, 


A RONG Nae AGT TER TERT CRO = 


wy aes Pais 


- Pore eo. 
Sap ‘ gore TN & = ea ae od - 
ih sak oF . i - 7 “ 2 


eb? 
¥ 


. - 
po len Soe 8 
wea? ms 


a. wr. 
Med pe % > 
BE 
, p as, 
x : ‘ees 


~~ De oy 


oe SS ~ ee Pe ee 3 rr = “eT ae Te ee Qe ee - pe ot: « a mn > mes z : — soe) . . " , 
ro my tT ee- 7 a : : 4 ; . a < ~s} Aon» YS ae Sew’: we ES a 
‘ ~ * . —— va GPO vie ate H pice€ ans = a Te = ; 
. . Se ee ; tne ere. ¥ c 
nde Mearsheimer agent elaine ae al Napa A Se he oa ene | | 
“ on on * 4 a Staten Mrs a a eae ee 2 aim ~ < ’ . ~ . a ad oO . Ps es a . 
: a : * . : Pe < - ‘ < em ae ee, i Oe ah eee’ ye FO Le “ ’ 
ee td @er ve 7 e P ._ , oe, 9 . 5 ‘ , - 

e hayes = Sig aes i pe . : Lo n ? 3 Pat, > z Psi racnantticat Sao Re ibe de ‘ 
CUP $ eat Age . . y , ¢: oe Y 
Sm eghty ~ 4: se , KE , “he § ‘ 


‘exe % a Se ead : EE AIS en uiget * +n. Bee 
Cag iat Rt NO I AO a RI BR tN AR RRL Et A NH Na ty ae 2d snes snag: ORL O N S PE BR De CR cect 5 CE re 5 
. ‘ * — os) eo pe eee em - ae) ge oe Mg - 
Ree ee Sen Mt RO RF ERA PER COE 2b, Sep o teal Pr tts ee ate upyaenat See 
ey Re. — , 
ae ja 3 SG Bag TE SS OD AER yes 5 a ue Ae Raa: Maiti neg Se 
a pre ’ 
a oa eee’ > te a Se a ei mA - a ss nf ‘oh as SS a oe oo ’ 
Doe al eater ta Pi RE ove TPR, ee Sg ee DO cee iN ge Meru ofr at ee” tae “alte s 
— v > Pins Pe qi wes + 7 vl Ar TB songs Psd 


ae oe iat t8 @ 


Rg EM LIN 


. oe ; 
~" es. a oa in af ; . « rs ape ‘ , ; pao abies pati oe 7 
vem te. eR PRS PO cee eb SS RR Se SE ne ait "oa ext - A ae oy SS D oy 
. > 4 ce a - “ — x » - = mt rig 
ES si ba Nt hc Sh tay Fe AE i A, DRS OR eo * . RPE E Ps 
w -_ n ¢ peas: ps0 eee ws Spl A Re pee ORY ~ Mere} ae Gh | on aa ~~ 28 
NSLS Se Dine A Raa GE eB PNR OS SNE ET EINE NS PG ME? AE RRR ES ee ee 
ny anid | ‘ Pts PS — Gre. 8 ES tn ee : = m9 tn a rs 


Stee by OS Sere a ry Penge on EP eer ters 


Oe RON RN ie he, 


ina" sdthten EE ne 
$3 > Pa hy 


Rae Se 

. > fo 2? aoe 
SEN NEES I RSE SINT OE 
e fy SEALE 


a perigee apr a | * » 
foc ae: 2 ae Melrose 8 * 
Sree AK ome TS 

a her 


He Oe RT 
Sa Png. mvp 
ToS teh OU i 


‘hap Rts cB 2 
_~ 
eres 
7 hn 


RE NS 


wee 


2 2A HAO gE ORE GIR. Oe 
av . 
aes 


Paar Rr eee ne ka og Fe mae Fe < * Sd § Deer Dh 2 nod eo 
Sor WOR ere LET Sar eee BR IG one tie: ’ rad 
> - 2 a +te ano ae ~~ a " } Z 


: re 
SPREE. se 


FPS ET LS ER Ee eee SR 


Ae SF RR cee 8S dae 
% f gat Pe see oe - Agee atta , ths 
Si hit, EOL SE PAS 
WOR sent ol a8 ee ee EO Es 
es ae 


pty eo: 
“ es 
- ‘ elta 
‘ 


: ; a as Es { 
bs the ea ged ~ 
* . Pe or " al — . ian te ( et? . s - 
y 2 ae ae ey aS De we 8 


His 
sree " 
Spiel gets eR Shs - 
. a 2 
oe) 5h batty st 
oe ae ba ee “~— 
Oe Ail ~ of, B a2 ? 


~ Aa 12 “peaaghs 
Me st ae ee 
i. ese Brite 


‘ihe ite 
2 } 


i nieomnmaness -5 f act, ar < : ? 


pk ee = ogee 


Pa g.,'e eo, ie 


fed seng” 


re ) 
ete 


or i i ® ° . 
" ne ee Se grea cat ees ee ee ‘> : a: 
rn —_ ert et: Vier hie “7 . ad > oe 4 ae 2 Pere ond 
Mo Rt PL: ORAS 7A RS 9. a Se ae ie a a Se q . 
ti AL peas, ; 


RGR TES EOE SPE ILE ee. 
SEA A ea cA a, ae ie ae 


H 
q . 
% 
a 

me 

- ~ 
; 

. t 
a. & 

is d . 
ye 
eye 
Pe «a 
aan 

a oi 

; 
= 
i + 
my 
. & 

5 - » 
. ee 
" %, 
. tea 
? 

4 
x 
— 2 
& 

’ a 

_> 
~ sr 

Ne 

ea 
J he 
=. 
ae 

* 

: ; & 

t 
’ 2 

e 
» > 

ex 

a 

: 

ee 
a 
ve 
wt 
> 

ad 
z yu 

v2 
be 

1 

5 

ae. 

- 2 

ae 

A 

>. (eo 

; 

oN 

° 

“@ 

yt 
ey 

BK 

s Zs 

eS 
ay. 

. 19 

. 

oa 

4 

Si 
‘4a 

ay 

Bs 

. to. 

> 7s 

‘Ss 

iE 
es 
¥: 

(i 

J 

. ss 

oy 

4 

+ 

+ 

t 

‘ 

A 
+ 
= si 
' 
c, 
i> 
ba 
ivy 
i 
G ls 


5 i - : 
— oars ie aad 
J Ps 
ae, NAS in ge Oe 


J 
. 
a 
4 & 
@ 
ip 
‘ES 
E 
Fe 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Mar, Sth, 1893. 


Kasircr Nivast, 
Feb, 25th, 1893. 


S,AHACHAR. 
Mar. Ist, 1893. 


HitTaVaADt, 
Mar Ynd, LSJ. 


( 202 ) 


or for the overworked railway employés. The reason of this is that by 
overworking the coolies in their employ, the owners of the Indian mills and 
factories are enabled to make larger profits than the owners of mills and 
factories in England, and Government must needs check this by a display of 
kindness towards the coolies, by enacting that they shall not be made to work 
very hard. But the case is different with the Railway Companies and the 
owners of tea-gardens. These haveno English competition to fear, and are 
therefore allowed to make their coolies work as hard as they like, and to 
secure as large profits as they can. It is for this reason that Government 
has not yet shown any consideration for the overworked railway employés, 
Recently the native employés of the North-Western Railway submitted a 
memorial to the authorities, complaining that, though they were made to work 
12 hours a day, they were never allowed leave. It is to be asked how long 
Government will allow this oppressive system to go on. 
The proposed deepening of cer- 39. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakish,. 
tain rivers in the district of Dacca. of the 5th March, says— , 
It has been proposed to deepen the mouth of the river Narasunda, and: 
thereby to make the Kisoreganj subdivision accessible by river. But the 
mouths of the rivers Kaona and Kachamatiya should also be deepened at the 
same time. This will have the effect of opening the subdivision to the river- 
borne trade of East Bengal. | | : 


(4) — General. 


40. The Kasipur Nivdsi, of the 25th February, is sorry that the Government 
Babu Abhayananda Das, Senior has not yet conferred any title of distinction on 
(Jovernment Pleader of Barisal. © Babu Abhayananda Das, the Senior Government 

Pleader of Barisal. The Babuis a man of high birth and bears an exceptionally 
good character. It is hoped that his just claims will not be overlooked by 
the Government next time. 

41. The Sahachar, of the 1st March, thus writes on the subject of 
Mr. Ormond’s appointment to the Second Judge- 
Mr. Ormond’s appointment, = ship of the Calcutta Small Cause Court :— 

; People had naturally hoped that after the 
discontent and dissatisfaction caused by the Municipal Bill and the Jury noti- 
fication, Sir Charles Elliott would act with caution. But this hcepe has not 
been realised, and Sir Charles hasnow done an act which has taken all classes of 
people by surprise. It is Mr, Ormond’s appointment to the Second Judgeship 
of the Calcutta Small Cause Court. Mr. Ormond is a barrister of five years’ 
standing. He acted for some time as Assistant Secretary to the Legislative 
Department, but could show no particular ability in the discharge of his 
duties. He has apparently influential patrons to back him, or why should 
the hich officials of Government feel so much interested in him as soon as he 
came out to this country? The fact is that the ruling party in England 
try to reward the services of their political supporters by providing their 
relations with highly-paid Indian appointments, Even the High Court Judge- 
ships are given away on such ccnsiderations. For, who is Mr. Ormond 
after all? He has as yet been unable to make a name as a pleader, and he 
is unknown to the public, It is not proper to appoint such a man to a_ post 
of such grave responsibility as the Second Judgeship of the Calcutta Small 
Cause Court, the more so when the appointment involves injustice to abler and 
more eligible candidates. Mr. Ormond’s appointment has caused dissatisfaction 
also to the Europeancommunity. Acts like these have forced the people to say 
that His Honour is making a distinction between Native and European. This 
may not be true, but then people infer motives from acts. Since Lord 
Lansdowne’s appoiotment to the Viceroyaity, popular excitement has been on 


the increase. Sir Charles Elliott is an impartial man, and why is he dissatis- 
fying all classes of the people? 


i ee 2. The Hslavddi, of the 2nd March, has the 
criminal administration of Bengal. following — 

, Since taking charge. of the administration of 
Bengal, Sir Charles Elliott has evinced a partiality for change and novelty 
in every matter. Ifis habit of scrutinising the work of every department of 


the public service has made all employ¢s of Goverameni, from the Divisional 


’ —_ 3 


Commissioners dowh to the ordinary police constables, labour under a sense 
of insecurity and alarm. His administration illustrates the truth of the 
Sanskrit proverb, ‘ Sarvamatyanta garhitam ° (everything carried to excess is 
bad). His meddlesomeness is bringing discredit on himself and causing endless 
misery to poor people. The criminal administration is becoming more and 
more rigorous every day. ‘the Amrita Bazar Patrika’s article on the subject, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor’s letter to the editor in that connection, are then 
referred to. There can be no doubt that His Honour’s letter is most oppor- 
tune and will do some good. But then the Jetter alone is not sufficient, and 
His Honour ought to issue a circular granting perfect judicial independence 
to all hakims. His Honour ought also to take steps to check all judicial 
vagaries which may be brought to his notice. | | 
84. The Banyanivdsi, of the 3rd March, says that the Lieutenant- 
| Governor has been able to appoint Mr. Ormond 
The Second Judgeship of the to the Second Judgesnip of the Calcutta Small 
onan gph apemaatanaee Cause Court, only because the Third Judge of 
that Court is a native. Is Sir Charles Elliott not to be called a native-hater 
fter this? 
‘ 44, The Sulabh Dainik, of the 4th March, says that Mr. Phillips was not 
Mr. Phillips transferred earlier from Mymeusingh, as such 
; ; transfer would have meant a concession on the part 
of Government to native opinion. Is Mr. Phillips’ promotion to be regarded 
as a reward for his past actions in Mymensingh ? 


45. The same paper says that the only means by which the havoc which is 

, irictine the DLciNg caused by the sale of spirituous liquor in 

sale of prot Calcutta, -  +Calcutta may be effectually checked, are to increase 
the price of all sorts of such liquor, to disallow the 

establishment of one liquor shop near another, and to compel the police to 
keep a sharp look out with the view of checking the surreptitious sale of 
liquor after nine o’clock in the night. Mr. Lambert has been repeatedly 


represented to on the last point, but he seems quite indifferent in the 
matter. 


46. The Sanjivani, of the 4th March, says that now when the rupee 

The exchange difficulty and the Stands at 14$d., it is proposed to pay the Anglo- 
Anglo-Indian officials. Indian officials their pensions and home remittances 
at the rate of 21d. per rupee, and asks if this country is governed simply for 
the benefit of Englishmen. Does it not behove the authorities to consider 
what this proposal will cost India? But the Indians cry in vain, for it is idle 
to expect justice when the protectors themselves become the destroyers. The 
finances of the country are administered by the very officials who are loudest 
in their cries against the exchange difficulty, and it is no wonder that they 
should take the earliest opportunity to promote their own interests. But the 
payment of 21d. per rupee to the Anglo-Indian officials wiil surely necessitate 
the imposition of a fresh tax on the Indians. And Government will be straining 


the loyalty of the people to the utmost by requiring them to meet this 
demand of the Anglo-Indian officials. 


47. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 6th March, says that 
Sir Charles Elliott, who showed his disregard of 
native opinion by so long keeping Mr. Phillips at 
Mymensingh, has now, in deference to the protest of Sir Richard Garth and 
others in England, transferred that officer to Monghyr. His Honour has thus 
shown disrespect for native opinion as well as respect for English opinion. 
But mere transfer is not adequate punishment for Mr. Phillips. 


48. The same paper says that there is not much likelihood of Dadabhai 
_ Mr, Naoroji’s proposal for hold- Naeroji's measure for the holding of the Civil 
ing the Civil Service Examination Service Examination in India being carried in 
n India. Parliament. But there is no harm in making an 
attempt in that direction, and the attempt may succeed after several failures. 
Every one in India should now strengthen Mr. Naoroji’s hands by holding 
meetings for the purpose of supporting his measure. The advocates of the 
sea Voyage movement should give up their perverse attempt, which will only 
Weaken the chance of Mr. Naoroji’s success in the above matter, 


Mr. Phillips’ transfer. 
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49. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 5th March, says that 

The proposed Ganja Commis. Mr. Gladstone has thought of satisfying the oppo- 
sion. nents of the Government’s opium business by the 
appointment of a Ganja Commission. But a Ganja Commission will not have 
the desired effect. ‘here is nothing, however, to object to the appointment of 
such a Commission, for, in the first place, the use of ganja has a very bad effect 
on the human constitution, and, in the second place, its sale by Government does 
not bring in much revenue. But it is to be feared that the suppression of the 
sale of ganja may lead to an increased consumption of liquor. If the ganja 
trade can be abolished without introducing that evil, there is nothing to object 
to such abolition, especially as the cultivation of ganja is confined only to the 
Nowgong subdivision of the Rajshahi district in Bengal. 

50. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 6th March, has the following :— 

The English Government and By Government we understand the Viceroy 
the Indian people. and the Lieutenant-Governor, and it is our object 
to show in this article how deep is their love and sympathy for the Indian 

eople. 

. Tt is impossible to praise sufficiently the English Government. It is from 
purely philanthropic motives that Englishmen are governing India, The 
English came over the sea for no other object than delivering the Indians 
from the oppression of Musalman rulers. It is only for the good of the Indians 
that they have established their dominion in this hell-like country. Listory 
furnishes no parallel to this unprecedented philanthropy of the English 
eople. | 
: The Post Office is certainly a great boon to the country. But so 
good and generous is our Government that though that Department is now 
more than self-supporting, it has not abolished the dak cess. The dak cess 
continues to be paid by zamindars, talukdars, and proprietors of rent-free lands. 

Government cannot bear to look upon the sufferings of the people from 
scarcity, and it has therefore wasted the Famine Fund on the Afghan war and 
left the work of relief completely to District Boards. Again, lest scarcity of 
food should make the English people dissatisfied with the Indians, Government 
is exporting food-grains from this country to England. ‘This is done with no 
other object than to promote peace and harmony between the people of the two 
countries. Was there ever foresight like this ? 

To relieve the distressed is the mission of the English Government. It 
annexed Burma and deposed Theebaw with no other object than saving 
the Burmese people from his tyranny. It is not reasonable that the 
English Government should benefit the Indians with English money. It 
therefore imposed the income-tax to meet the cost of the Burmese war. 
Foolish peoplo as we are, we could not understand how India could benefit 
by the annexation of Burma, and expressed our doubts on the subject. But the 
English Government assured us that the annexation of Burma was for the 
good of India, for why otherwise should it annex it? And we are convinced of 
our folly and are paying a portion of what we earn with the sweat of our brow. 

We are like foolish children, and Government has therefore kept arms out 
of our reach, lest we should cut our hands in handling them. | 


Government has passed the Factories Act to save the labourer from over- 
work and consequent disease and death. 


In criminal cases in which an Englishman and a Native are contending 


parties, the latter is punished lest the English people should get angry and 
maltreat the Natives. 


Lord Ripon is reckoned a fool by Englishmen, and lest his system of self- 


government, which is unsuited to the Indian people, should render them foolish, 
Government is gradually abolishing that system. 


For the purpose of making us meek and peaceful, Government has intro: 
duced the Habitual Offenders Bill, under which it will be able to correct 
any man whom it may suspect to be a budmash. 


By the Fire-Brigade Biil, Government proposes to increase the burden of 
taxation upon the Calcutta rate-payers.. Whether Government increases taxa 


tion or does any other thing, it does all this with no other object than the 
good of the people. Government, like God, can do no wrong. 
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The Civilians suffer much from the exchange difficulty. Government 
cannot bear to see this, and it has agreed to pay the Civilians at the English 
rate. The English Government cannot bear to see the distress of others, 
and specially that of Englishmen. This payment at the increased rate 
will, however, cause a deficit in the Indian exchequer and necessitate the im- 
position of a new tax. But this cannot be helped, for the exchequer cannot 
remain empty. Is there any parallel to this foresight ? ee 

The Secretary of State has really shown great generosity by appointing 
the Jury Commission. The Emigration Bill is also a proof of the Government's 
venerosity. This is why we say that it 1s impossible to praise the Govern- 
ment sufficiently, May God keep the English Government safe. We shall 
never get such a good Government. It is our belief and conviction that a 
Government so kind to a meek people will never again be found. 


51. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 7th March, has no objection 
to the appointment of a Ganja Commission, for Gov- 
ernment can afford to give up its income of 23 
lakhs from the sale of ganja. But it will be unfair to interfere in any way 
with the sale or the consumption of siddhi, Itis not so injurious as ganja, 
and the drink prepared from it possesses the virtue of neutralising the bad 
effects caused by the hot wind, known as Ju in the North-Western Provinces. 
The siddhi plant grows wild, and it is impossible to effectually put a stop to 
its cultivation. Ganja is nothing but the flowering top of the female 
variety of this plant. Charas is the resin extracted from this top. And 
the effect of prohibiting the cultivation of ganja will be practically to prohibit 
the manufacture of charas also. The importation of charas from Nepal can be 
easily prevented, but let not Government quarrel with Nepal over the matter. 


52. The same paper has the following:—The same philanthropy which 
led the English public to agitate for a factory law 
for India has ledthem to agitate for a mining law 
for the same country. The outturn of coal from the Indian mines is causing 
anxiety to the owners of Newcastle coal-mines, andthey have commenced agita- 
tion with the object of limiting the hours of work in the Indian mines. They 
are Shedding tears for the overworked labour ers employed in those mines, 
and urge the Home Government to extend to this couatry the mining law of 
England. The European proprietors of the Indian mines protested, and the Vice- 
roy pointed out that there was no necessity for the proposed legislation, saying 
that the labourers in the Indian mines were not liable to the same risk and 
temptations as the labourers in English mines. The Secretary of State has 
consequently abandoned the idea of legislation for the present, but he is send- 
ing an Inspector of Mines to India with the object of inspecting the mines 


there, This shows clearly what the agitation by Newcastle mine-owners will 
lead to. 


53. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 8th March, says that Babu 
Krishna Behari Sen ought to be given a seat on 
the Ganja Commission, for as a member of the 
Outstill Commission he gave proof of considerable 
ability. He who will try to lesson the consumption of wine and ganja in 
India will do her a service. But no one ought to support the antl-opium 
agitation of Mr. Caine and others. 


64, The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 9th March, says that it is 
clear from what has appeared in the Hindoo Patriot 
that the Government of Bengal has asked the Vice- 
roy’s permission to prosecute the key-maker Babu 
Abala Kanta Sen. The Government of Bengal should not certainly plant a 
cannon to kill a mosquito. All it need do, under the circumstances, is to admine 


ister a sharp rebuke to the Babu. The latter on his part ought to burn all 
his objectionable works before the police. 


0d. ‘Lhe same paper says that Mr. Justice Hill having gone on leave, a 
Barrister should be appointed to officiate for him. 


Mr. Hill was a Barrister Judge, and the appoint- 
Ment of a civilian to the officiating post cannot but be resented c the 


The proposed Ganja Commission. 


A mining law for India. 


Babu Krishna Behari Sen as a 
member of the Ganja Commission. 


Proposed prosecution of Abala- 
kanta Sen, 


Mr. Justice Hill’s locum tenens. 
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Barrister community, and regarded by the people as an affront put on the 
Barristers for their sympathy with the people in the jury question. 


LII.— LEGISLATIVE. 


56. The Sadar-o-Mufassal, of the 25th February, says that the rea) 

. reconstitution of the Legislative Councils in this 

eee of the Legisia- country will not take place until learned Brahmans, 

ee who are the natural law-givers of Hindu society, 

and representatives of the raiyats, who constitute the mass of the population, 
are given seats in those Councils. 

57. The Dacca Gazette, of the 27th February, says that if the additional 

members who will be appointed to the Legislative 
Piva! oy 4 ame the new Indian (Coyncils under the new Indian Councils Act are 
ee all chosen frum among the officials the new Act 
will disappoint public expectation regarding a reform of those Councils. What, 
indeed, can be expected from officials most of whom support the views of 
Government in all matters? Again, the writer fails to see what benefit the 
right of interpellation, in the restricted form in which it has been given, will 
confer on the people. It would bave been better not to have wasted time, 
paper, and ink in passing a measure which is so little calculated to prove a 
boon to the people of this country. 

58. The same paper asks the authorities to amend the Inland Eni- 
gration Act by abolishing the agreement system 
altogether. ‘The tea-planters of Darjeeling do not 
import coolies bound by agreement, but they have never yet had to stop their 
business for want of labourers. ‘The tea industry of Assam, too, can be very 
successfully carried on without the help of the contract system, but in thatcase 
the managers of gardens will not have the same opportunities of committing 
oppression upon theircoolies as they now enjoy under that system. Many coolies 
on arrival in Assam find the climate unsuited to their health, but they cannot 
return home on account of the agreement which they have executed. It is 
hoped that the Government will take pity on the coolies, and enable them to 
enjoy the privileges of free men. 

59. The IZitavadi, of the 2nd March, has the following in connection 
with the Fire-Brigade Bill :— 

There was a representative of the European 
merchants in the Bengal Council. He objected to the imposition of a tax on 
linseed oil for the purpose of maintaining the fire-brigade, and that article was 
struck off the list of taxable articles under the proposed law. Buta tax will be 
imposed on mustard oil, cocoanut oil, castor oil and other oils. It is Bengalis 
whv deal in such oils, and who will fight for them? Are these oils more 
imflammable than linseed oil? The power of granting licenses to warehouses, 
which has hitherto been in the hands of the Commissioners of the Calcutta 
Municipality, has been taken from themand given tothe Chairman. The fault 
of the Commissioners was that they made undue delay in granting a license 
for a godown belonging to Messrs. Finlay, Muir & Co. The Company has a 
jute mill in a very crowded part of the town, and the people of the locality are 
greatly inconvenienced by the jutedust fromthe mill. Considering the liability 
to fire which the neighbouring houses incur from their proximity to the mill, the 
existence of such a mill would not have been tolerated for any length of time 
in the European quarters of the towa, But as the mill in question belongs to 
a European Company and the houses surrounding it belong to the natives, 
its removal is out of the question. Nay, the natives ought to thank their stars 
that their houses have not yet been tirown into the Ganges for the sake 
of the mill. Le that as it may, the Company asked permission to erect @ 
godown by the side of the mill for the purpose of cleaning jute. ‘This naturally 
gave rise to much objection, and the Commissioners withheld permission until 
the Company undertook to surround the godown with a high wall, and to stop 
all openings through which jute dust was likely to escape outside. This 
then was the fault of the Commissioners. No mills or godowns for storing 


The Inland Emigration Act. 


The Fire-brigade Bill. 


oe aa 
jute or other inflammable articles ought to be tolerated within the town, and 
as the Commissioners are responsible for the health and the safety of the town, 
they ought to have full power in dealing witb the matter. ‘The curtailment 
of this power is therefore neither just nor proper. The writer is glad that 
Mr. Lee, Chairman, protested against the language of ridicule which some of 
the members had, in the course of discussion, cast on the Commissioners. But 
will the Commissioners themselves remain silent? Cannot they profit by 
Captain Hearsey’s example? se 

60. The same paper — the Land Acquisition Act Amendment 
Bill :— 

The provisions of the Bill which require all 
payments for lands taken up for public purposes to 
be made at the the bazar rate is open to objection. In the first place, there 
js or can be no such thing as a bazar price in many cases, and in the second 
place the assessment of this price at the bazar rate will involve considerable loss 
to the owners of lands in many instances. The acquisition of land by rail- 
way companies before the passing of Act X of 1870 caused no dissatisfaction, 
for they always paid just prices for lands taken up by them. But since the 
passing of the Act, the proprietors of the lands which have been taken up for 
a public purpose have been subjected to much oppression, and individual 
interests have been injured in the name of the interests of the public—a con- 
tigency which the Act was intended to safeguard against. Another provision 
of the Bill, namely, that which empowers Government to acquire more land 
than is necessary for a public purpose, is also open to objection. The principle 
underlying it is unjustifiable. In England the practice of taking lands for a 
public purpose has been in force fora long time, but there, no instance of 
more land having been taken than is necessary has ever been heard of. 
But asin India, the Government is more powerful than the people, it can 
safely ignore considerations of justice in its legislation. The provision in 
question will prove an engine of oppression to the people and enrich Govern- 
ment at their cost. 

61. Thesame papersays thatits criticisms against the Habitual Offenders 
Bill have produced some effect, and the considera- 
tion of the measure has been postponed for a year. 
It is hoped that during that period Sir Phillip Hutchins will gain increased 
experience,‘and the Bill will be eventually withdrawn. 

62. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 2nd March, reproduces 
from its issue of the 18th September 1892 an 
article on tie reconstitution of the Bengal Council 
(see paragraph 48 of Report on Native Papers for 
week ending 24th September 1892), and invites the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
attention to it. 

63. The Banganivasi, of the 3rd March, says that it is somewhat re- 
) assuring to find that the Habitual Offenders Bill 

The Habitual Offenders Bill. wiil not be referred to a Select Committee this 
session. If the Bill is passed in its present form, the powers of the police, 
which are alr:ady considerable, will be vastly increased, the executive will be 
made all in all in the land, the machinery of criminal justice will grind the 
guilty and the innocent alike, and half the population of Bengal will be either 
sent to jail or placed under police surveillance ; and honest people will find it 
hard to preserve their honour and iu. 

Oe — 64. The Bangavasi, of the 4th March, has 
or eer ee ee the following on the Fire-Brigade Bill:— 

Local Self-Government is constantly treating the public to strange and 
novel scenes. But this dearly cherished privilege is being at last stifled under 
the weight of the Fire-Brigade Bill. Indeed, the Self-Government possessed by 
the great Municipality of Calcutta itself, that young political institution proud 
of its elective system, finds itself powerless before the proposed law. The cost of 
the Fire-Brigade will be supplied by the rate-payers of Calcutta; the money will 
be cellected by their elected Commissioners. But who is to spend the money ? 

Vho is to prepare the estimate of expenditure? Who is to grant licenses to 
factories and warehouses?’ Is it the rate-payers of the town or their elected 
Commissioners who will exercise these powers? What does the proposed law 
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say? Why, it says that that would be simply absurd, that it would be strange 
indeed if the rate-payers or their elected Commissioners were to perform such 
duties, For it is one thing to pay, raise or collect money; quite another 
to spend it. The two things are perfectly dissimilar, and the duty of 
collection only falls within the province of Local Self-Government, but not 
the duty of disbursement, which is quite beyond its scope. The money paid by 
the rate-payers will therefore be collected by the Commissioners ; it will be 
spent by the Government of Bengal; the budget of expenditure will be prepared 
by the Commissioner of Police, and the licenses will be granted by the Chair- 
man of the Municipality. But the Commissioners? Why, let them only raise 
and provide the necessary funds, and then enjoy Self-Government for them- 
selves, that is, govern themselves and grind their friends and relations. They 
will not in future be put even to the trouble of granting the licenses, Such 
niteienaai is the beauty of Local Self-Government ! 
, 65. The Sanjivani, of the 4th March, saysthat when Raja Ravaneswar of 
Gidhaur first took his seat in the Bengal Council, 
the Fire-Brigade Bill was under discussion, and the 
Raja by accident voted against the official members; 
but he immediately discovered his mistake, and it was only by voting with them 
that he could purchase his mental peace. 
en 66 The same paper says that under the Fire-brigade Bill the power of 
The Fire-Brigade Bill sanctioning the establishment of warehouses with- 
in the limits of the Calcutta Municipality, which 
is now possessed by the Commissioners, will henceforward vest in the Chair- 
man of that Municipality. Thus under Sir Charles Elliott’s rule another blow 
has been aimed at Local Self-Government. 


67. The same paper offers the following suggestions for the consideration 
The Inland Emigration Bill. of the Select Committee, to which the Inland Emi. 
SRR Hoes eration Act Amendment Bill has been referred :— __ 


(1) That no minor, boy or girl, be allowed to be sent up as a cooly 
without the consent of his or her guardian. 
(2) Theat information on the following points be given to all coolies 
before they enter into any labour contract :— 
(a) The distance of their destination from their homes, andthe time it 
will take to accomplish it. 
(4) The period for which they are to stay in their place of labour. 
(«) The nature of the work they will be required to do, 
i" What monthly salaries they will get. 
€) The probable cost of a man’s living in the labour district to which 
a cooly is taken. 
(7) Whether or not they will be allowed to come home at their 
pleasure. 
4 The climate of the place. 
h) The means of journey to the place. 


68. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 6th March, says that one 
The Fire-Bricede Bill or two provisions in the Fire-Brigade Bill about oil 

. | have been slightly changed, and one or two sugges- 
tions of Babu Ganeshchandra Chandra and Dr. Mohendralal Sirkar have been 
adopted. But the radical defects of the Bill have not been removed. The Bill 
has not yet been changed in a way which will be reaily beneficial to the rate- 
payers, and the writer believes that it will not beso changed. Did not Sir 
Steuart Bayley plainly declare at the time of passing the Calcutta Municipal 


Act, that in such matters the opinion of Englishmen is more to be valued than 
that of natives? 


G9. The Dacca Gazette, of the 6th March, says that the tea-planters 

have set on foot an agitation against the provi- 
sion in the Inland Emigration Act Amendment 
Bill, reducing the term of agreement of coolies 
from five to two years. There is no reason why the Anglo-Indian tea-planters 
should not carry their point. But itis a wonder that the English nation, which 
after years of assiduous labour abolished the slave trade from the world, should 
encourage the cooly-emigration system in India. 
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70, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 7th March, has the follow- 
ing on the Fire-Brigade Bill :— | 

The rate-payers of Calcutta will now for the first 
time be taxed for the purpose of maintaining the Fire- Brigade. The owners 
of bustees will have to pay half the amount which will be assessed on 
the rate-payers. But the bustee-owners will make their tenants pay their 
share of the tax, and thus the tax will ultimately fall on the poor. Mr. Wood- 
roffe and others, who are auxious to see the factory-owners relieved of a portion 
of their burden, have appealed to Eaglish precedents on the subject. It is true 
that the general rate-nayers of London contribute towards the maintenance of 
the Fire-Brigade, but Government there also contributes two lakhs for the same 
purpose. And how much money will the Government here contribute towards 
the same object r 

During the discussion over the Fire-Brigade Bill, Mr. Cotton having 

taken exception to certain remarks made by Mr. Woodroffe, was severely taken 
to task by the Lieutenant-Governor. But when the Hon’ble Mr. Allen and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Woodroffe made most objectionable remarks regarding the Com- 
missioners of the Calcutta Municipality, His Honour had nothing to say. Mr. 
Cotton was taken to task probably because he tried to defend Municipal Self- 
Government in Calcutta. ‘The writer is not for Municipal Self-Government, 
vet the evidence of bias or one-sidedness on the part of the Lieutenant-Governor 
pains him. His Honour ought to teach a lesson to Messrs. Allen and 
Woodroffe. The Hon’ble Mr. Allen is a great offender in this respect, for he 
eave proof of supercilliousness on more than one occasion, and cast diatribes 
even on the Judges of the High Court. 


The Fire-Brigade Bill. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


71. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 28th February, has the following on 
the outlook of the crops in the district of Burd- 

The —— of the cropsinthe wan -— 
auoadnieraieas This year the paddy-plants in most of the 
fields have dried up for want of rain. Many fields in the district of Burdwan 
have not been cultivated at all. There has been a good crop in very few 
places, and as a consequence rice is selling at a very bigh price; nay at 
almost a famine price. There can be no doubt that rice will sell at a still 
higher price. A good potato crop used to be grown in many places in the 
district of Burdwan. But this year, owing to rainfall at the time of sowing, 
there has been no such crop. This year the paddy lands were sown with 
rabi crops and the agriculturists expected a good outturn. But their hopes 
have been blasted by the continued rainfall of the past few days. The 
potato crop has not yet been gathered in, and the greater portion of it will be 
destroyed by the rain, which will also do much harm to the rabi crop. The 
crops grown on the chars of rivers will be destroyed by inundations. Untimely 
rain will destroy the mango-blossoms, and thus poor people will be prevented 


from supporting themselves on mangoes. The outlook of things is thus very 
gloomy this year. 


72. The Bankara Darpan, of the 1st March, says that this year scanty 
rainfall has destroyed the paddy crop in the dis- 
trict of Bankura, while the recent excessive rain- 
he fall has proved fatal tothe radi crop in the same 
district. There has been a good sugarcane crop, but it will not yield good 
molasses, ‘The mango crop has fotally failed. 

73. The Bangavasi, of the 4th March, says that rice is selling at an 
excessively high price all over the country. In 
_ Calcutta new rice is selling at Rs. 5 per maund, 
though it is only the beginning of March. The news from Bankura, Hooghly, 
Purdwan, and the 24-Parganas is gloomier still. Very high prices prevail 
In these districts, and it is said that tho district officers are about to 
open relief works there. In the Diamond Harbour sub-division, especially, 
scarcity has appeared in a terrible shape. At this time relief works alone 
will be unable to cope with the prevailing distress, What is required is that 
the country’s export trade in food-grains should be suspended for some time. 


Crop prospects in the district 
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But it is not to be expected that Government will do this, and thus injure 
the interests of the European merchants, Since new rice has come into 
the Calcutta market, the export business is going on very briskly, and 
the prices are rising by Jeaps and bounds. 

74. The Som Prakash, of the 6th March, says that famine seems to have 

become perennial in India, and not a year passeg 
sag ngie8 without famine appearing in some part of the 
country or another, The price of rice at the present day does not differ 
much from what it was during the terrible famine of 1770. It seems impossi- 
ble to describe the difficulties to which the people have been put under these 
circumstances. If the Government wishes to prevent a dreadful calamity, it 
should interfere a little with the free exportation of food-grains. Famine and 
scarcity in this country are wholly owing to the free exportation of food-graing 
in immense quantities. 

75. The Pratikar, of the 3rd March, says that, though it is only the end 
of February and beginning of March, rice continues 
to sell at 10 to 11 seers per rupee. The rabi 
crop and the mango blossoms have been totally destroyed by the recent 
rains. The raiyats of Murshidabad earn a good deal of money by the sale of 
mangoes, but that prospect seems blighted this year. Indeed, the raiyats, the 
zamindars, avd the middle class men—all are involved in distressand difficulty. 
A severe scarcity of water, too, is apprehended. 


Distress and high prices. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


76. Nepal Gazi, the Sahkachar’s humourist, 
has the following :— 

In my opinion, although no witnesses be forthcoming in the hair-cutting 
case (the Dum-Dum outrage case), the khansama ought to be sent to jail. If 
one case of hair-cntting has caused so much terror to them, what will they do 
when the Russians come? In my opinion, all the volunteers, armed with guns, 
should guard the houses of the sahebs at night, and go on crying—“ We will 
bitehim whocuts the hair of a Belat: bibt !”» Who has cut the hair? Cannota 
Belati badmash do an act of that kind? 

Mr. Justice Tottenham has taken pension, and the pleaders of the High 
Court are going to present him with what they call an address. Now, what 
sort of an address are you going to give him after this jury affair? You say— 
He always wore a smile on his face and spoke sweet words. You mean that he 
did not kick and gore you (like a bull). Village people are in mortal 
terror of the Goddess Manasa (the Goddess of Serpents), but they worship 
her and pray her not to bite them. So you are getting up so much 
noise in this matter of presenting an address to Mr. Justice Tottenham simply 
because he did not bite you. As for his smile, I am an old man and my beardis 
white, and yet I cannot make out what the smile of a saheb means. Indeed 
this smile, like the English expression ‘thank you,’ may mean anything and 
everything. 

The volunteers wanted to havea drill, and pitched tents on the maidan 
for the purpose. But it rained, and the drill had to be postponed. These men 
will fight with the Russians! Will not fat-bellied sadagare (merchants) sink 
through exhaustion under the weight of their rifles ? 

77. The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 5th March, referring to 
the opinion expressed by Sir Richard Garth in 
favour of the sea-voyage movement, says that it is 
sorry to see Sir Richard, for whom it has great respect, giving his opinion on 
a subject of which he knows nothing. It is also sad to see the members of 
the sea-voyage movement, who want to go make voyages to England in the 
Hindu style, take the opinion of English lawyers on the subject. The opinion 
of Sir Richard Garth and Sir Alexander Miller has been obtained, and that of 
Sir Andrew Scoble also will probably be taken. It is for the reader to 
oonclude whether any law will now be passed on the subject or not. 

78. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 6th March, says that 
Mr. Gladstone’s remarks in reference to the Belgia® 
Monetary Conference means a defeat for bimetal- 
lism so far as England is concerned. Mr. Gladstone’s speech in this connection 


Nepal Gazi. 


The sca-voyage movement. 


Mr. Gladstone on bimetallism. 


i hs 


betrays undue partiality to English interests. The English capitalists lend 
money to countries possessing a silver currency. This is very profitable to 
those capitalists, for they make deductions at the time of lending, take interestin 
gold and also recover the principal in gold, that is to say, at the exchange rate. 
A conch-saw cuts only two ways, but this gold of British capitalists cuts three 
ways. We have many times shown that the British capitalists are opposed to 
9, bimetallic currency for this reason. 

Mr. Gladstone has contended that England’s gold currency has developed 
her commerce. But the merchants themselves do not admit this. Witness the 
demand of Manchester for a bimetallic currency. The British farmers too 
demand a bimetallic currency. Mr. Gladstone will probably feel nothing if 
India is ruined by England’s gold currency. But it is strange that he does not 
see that that currency is producing mischief in England itself. 

It is to be feared that this defeat of bimetallism in Parliament will facili- 
tate the adoption of Mr. Mackay’s scheme. 


Usiya PAPERS. 


79. The Jajpur correspondent of the Utkaldipika, of the 28th January, 
Mismanagement of the Jagan. notices the mismanagement of the affairs of the 
oath Temple at Jajpur. Jagannath Temple in that town by its servants, and 
observes that they are beyond the control of theirnatural head, the Mahant of 
the temple. The temple compound has been so far neglected as to make it 
unsafe for public use on sanitary grounds. 
80. The Utkaldipika, of the 4th February, is sorry to point out that the 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s tours. tOUr of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal does not produce the desired effect on 
account of the inadvisable measures generally adopted by the district officers, 
who always try to conceal unpleasant matters from the notice of His Honour. 
In illustration of the truth of this remark, the writer describes how the people 
of Chittagong, who had been very much troubled by the survey and settlement 
proceedings which were going on in that district, requested their Magistrate 
to present their petition on the subject to His Honour, and how the Mazgistrate, 
being himself concerned in such proceedings, gave them no opportunity for the 
presentation of such petition. 
81. The Utkaldipika, of the 11th February, regrets to find that the rules 
Rules under the Indian Councils framed under the India Oouncils Act were not 


Act, published before their approval by the Secretary of 
State for India. 
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